Mr Presidént,

1 W1sh to  thank delegations 'queStions, - constructive
7comments and recommendat1ons 1 am pleased to prov1de_
s1_gn1flcant developments and addltlonal information on the area

~ of WOmen and c_hildren, |

The Government of Eth1op1a has taken var1ous measures to
__fully reahze the fundamental rlghts of Women, acknowledgmg
': the1r strateg1c role in the reallzatron of an accelerated |

- part1c:1patory, b1oad “based, sustamed and equ1table socio

._-economrc develop,mem'; ¥ T .

o ‘Mr. Prés’ident}
Werecogmzes that Vlolence agalnst women 1s deeply rooted- _.

in systemrc gender based 1nequal1ty‘ and lml(ed to some harmful- |

* trad1t1onal practrces that perpetuate b1as, d1scr1m1nat10n and‘ -

V1ct1m1zat1on compromrsmg g1rls or women S general wellbemg

The Government is fully comm1tted to addressmg gender

o 1nequal1ty and enhancmg women s empowerment through

L awareness ra1srng ] an'd' | mob1hzat1on,_ des1gn1ng . and’ -

i lmplementatron of natlonal strategy and plan Of act1on, PTOVISlOﬂ. ..

:of legal, adm1n1strat1ve _. and. _1nst1tut1onal measures through' B




coordination and multi~set:toralf apprOach grassroots advocacy
'campa1gns, engagmg dlfferent target groups such as school clubs,

hglous 1nst1tut10ns c1v11 soc1ety orgamzatlons, commumty

based organlzatlons ‘ and tradltlonal leaders as well as the

_estabhshment of commumty 11a1sons with law enforcement

agencies. - a S

A spec1a1 bench is. estabhshed w1th1n the Federal Flrst
Instance Court to handle cases of v1olence agamst Women
) 'partlcularly sexual v1olence cases. Slmllar benches are now
estabhshed in almost all the reg1onal c1t1es 1n the prosecutlon of
| perpetrators of v1olence agalnst Women The Federal Supreme

- Court has 1ssued sentencmg gu1del1ne in 2010 Wh1ch was rev1sed

B in 2012 to ensure the prec181on and un1form1ty of sentencmg that

covers a Wlde range of c11mes 1nclud1ng rape. The Government

: has estabhshed a one stop 1ntegrated 1ega1 psychosoc1al and

s .health serv1ce dehvery center Wthh is operat10nal in three

,, reglonal states The Government is now on the process of scalmg

the service to other regronal c1t1es

The preventron and ehmmatlon of all forms of v1olence

agamst Women is placed at the center of the poverty eradlcatron

and the dem_ocrat1zat10n endeavors of the counfry as v1ole_r1ce‘_ .

. “i_.,



again'st Women and harmful tr'aditional practices are aleo related'_
wrth poverty The Government of Ethropra has introduced an‘.
" 1n;n0vat1ve one to frve women development army network wh1ch
has been playrng a c11t1cal 1ole 11‘1 the preventlon and ehmmatron
" of v1olence agamst women and harmful traditional practlces |
| through peer evaluatlon and awareness creat1on Educatlon,
soc1al mob1hzat10n and capacrty bu1ld1ng trammg have also been

-"effecuvely embod1ed in the strategles of the Government Wlth a
" "'vrew to mountmg attrtudrnal problem to the deterrmnant of-

Women s posmons in the soc1ety Commuruty conversation and'_ |

- ex1st1ng communrty structures Women S and youth organrzatlon

e is wrdely used to change the soc1a1 norm and brmg about pubhc )

o commrtment towa1 ds its total ellmmatron _'
| ;-Mf. President, I D
Relrgmus leadels have been 1nstrumenta1 in the frght agamst

) female gemtal mutllauon and other harmful trad1t1onal practlces

Rellglous leaders 1n Afar Reglonal State have enabled the -

rabohshment of female gemtal mutrlatlon and a consensus is

reached to voluntarrly declare 1ts ablo1shen Currently, female

- - genital mut1lat1on prevalence has dropped from 73% 1997 to 37 7 o
o in 2009/10 and fo 23% in 20]] among 0-15 aged ch1ldren .



Fhe Government has taken various. measures to f1ght female

N _genltal mutllatlon and early, ch11d and forced marriage |

- V'Abductlon p1evalence dropped from 28 3% in 1997 to 12 7% 1n _.
- 2009/10. Early marr1age prevalence has drOpped from 33. 1% in |
‘1997 to 21 4% in 2009/ 10 and to 8% 1in 2011 We are comrmtted tOTT%
1nten51fymg our engagement at the reglona]. and mternatlonal N

o 'level 1nc1ud1ng at the I—Iuman nghts Councﬂ

'. Mr', Presiden't,--

The Government has put in place aff1rmat1ve act1ons a1med o

2

.;at empowermg ‘women by setttng clear target and takmg o

dd1t1ona1 capacrty bulldtng measures Th1s has fostered the

o 1ncrease 1n the part1c1patlon of women in pubhc affalrs, 1nc1udmg - ;

1n the dec181on maklng process

Wlth regald to women economlc enwronment thf

o Constltutlon of Ethlopla prov1des that women have the rlght to- S,

,'_acqu1re adm1n15te1, control use and transfer pmperty In'

'-part1cu1ar they have equal rlght w1th men w1th respect to use

f.transfer admlnlstratlon and control of Iand The Federal Rura].'f K

o _'j Land Admmlstratlon and Land Use Proclamatron No 456/ 2005 :-.;. S

e reafflrms thls Constrtutlonal r1ght by ensurlng the rlght to be'




_ provided and use rural la_nd for rural women who want to engage
in agriculture o : | |
T1tle deed Wlll be plepared in. the name of all the joint
possessors Up to ]une 2013, 7. 38 rnrlhon ]omt land holdmg
,certlflcates, in the name of the husband and the Wlfe, have been-
issued. 2. 1 :rn1111on land holdmg cert1f1cates have been issued to
";“_farmhes headed by Women The cert1f1cate has become a’,'

p guarantee for ‘Women in owmng 1and and strengthenlng the

| posmon of Women in land dlsputes |

- The Governlnent h-as taken strong rneasureS- in the econorni'c' .

sphere to ensure womens equal access to econonuc resources‘

;- such as credlt, science and technology Up to ]une 2013 a total of

_'-103 132 female farmers were. able to bulld household asset and _—

- graduate frorn the productlve safety net plogram The ratlon of

B ~,women that has part1c1pated in and benefrted from mrcro and -

| '_"srnall enterprlses in urban settlngs was 48. A% in 2011 The rate of

Women entrepreneurs has also reached at encouraglng level of R

o 61 6. % in 2011 of wh1ch micro- enterprlses 65%, small enterpr1ses,

-26%, 10% in medlum enterprrses and 15% in large-scale:}'

o ente_rprlses. -



The Assoc1at1on of Fth10p1an MlClofmance Instltutlons has.

| ,developed a 4- year actlon plan aimed at prov1d1ng gender.':

responswe services to the clients and bulld the 1nst1tut1onal1zat10n -

. of gender mamstreammg Networkmg mechanrsm has been

- estabhshed to. st1 engthen the economlc forum armed at enhancmg

S Women 5 beneflt flom m1cro and small scale enterpr1se

sl development st1 ategy The forum 1nvolves Women entrepreneurs E

: women cooperatwes m1c1o and small scale enterpr1ses, mlcro :

~ fmance 1nst1tutlons and banks The forum has already developed'

" '_ : 'strateglc plan that is - bemg 1mplemented through harmomzed

-;annual plan towards ach1ev1ng the ongomg Growth and o

- .Transformatlon Plan ;

In orde1 to reduce the matel nal and chlld mortahty rates the_ L

government devrsed varlous strateg1es packages and act10n plansé_ |

o ‘j-',that have helped to ensure the achlevement of the MDGS for the _- |

reductlon of Cl’llld and’ maternal mortallty rates The antenatal' :

o care prov1ded for mothers has mcreased from 31% in 2009/ 10 to Lo

-‘ -97 4% in 2012/ 13 The postanatal se1v1ce coverage for mothers _- .

. ‘.'.---.'_mcreased from 34% 1n 2009/10 to 50 5%. 1n 2012/13 and the" o

R _.'_jpercentage of b1rths attended by sk1lled health personal mcreased .. B |
*__from 15. 7% in 2009/10 to 23 lin 2012/13 By the end of 2012 812.‘ B :



: ‘Ambulances had been dlstrlbuted to all reglons to enhance','

maternal heal’th

- The Govemment of Eth10p1a is committed to 1mprov1ng the o
‘.r1ghts and welfare of ch11d1en The Government 1s takmg all the, |
'necessary measures to ellrmnate corpora] pumshment in fa:rmly

. settmgs Wthh is prohlblted under the Constltutlon of Eth10p1a
‘- ‘Mr_.l PreSIdent, .
While rn'ueh has been dene in pro'moting and 'pre'tecting the |
women'’s and chlld rlght we acknowledge that Challenges Stlll; |

remam We a1e detelmlned to meet the challenges and contmue |

~our efforts to maxmuze our achlevements in thls regard

? I thank you,







